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Preservation Chapel Hill
610 East Rosemary Street

Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Tax lD 23-7218278

September 22,2015

Town of Chapel Hill
Mayor and Town Council
405 Martin Luther King, Jr., Blvd.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Dear Mayor Kleinschmidt and Members of Town Council,

Preservation Chapel Hill (PCH)was formed in 1972 as the Chapel Hill Preservation
Society. Our founders, Georgia Kyser and lda Friday, recognized a need to preserve
structures having historical and architectural value to the Town of Chapel Hill and to
the University of North Carolina. PCH members and volunteers have worked
tirelessly for over 40 years to promote successful historic preservation in the
communities of Chapel Hill.

ln 2013, PCH was approached by a group of residents and community organizations
to discuss the value of expanding the existing Bed & Breakfast ordinance for the
Town of Chapel Hill. Based on research at the local, statewide, and national levels,
and recognized best practices in historic preservation nationwide, PCH elected to
support the inclusion of a draft Bed & Breakfast ordinance in the LUMO revision,
which at that time had not begun. At that time, PCH released a statement outlining
Bed & Breakfasts as a potentialtool for preservation and encouraging Town Council
to seek a consultant to draft such an ordinance.

When the draft ordinance was released for public comment earlier this year, PCH
began a months-long process of seeking feedback from our membership, which
includes many of the residents in Chapel Hill's historic districts. PCH also participated
in discussions with the Historic District Commission at their July and August
meetings, at which time PCH provided background information about our involvement
in the project to date and the original 2013 statement supporting the Town hiring a
consultant to draft a Bed & Breakfast ordinance.

PCH recognizes that each historic neighborhood has its own unique character,
composition, and challenges. Based on the feedback we received from our
membership and additional research in communities across North Carolina, we feel
the proposed ordinance is not appropriate for all of Chapel Hill's historic
neighborhoods because it does not meet each neighborhood's unique set of needs.

ln the Franklin-Rosemary, Gimghoul, and Laurel Hill neighborhoods, private
investment in single-family homes is strong and historic properties are generally well-
maintained. Residents do not feel Bed & Breakfasts are an attractive use in these
areas, and residents are generally opposed to expanded commercialactivity in these
predominantly residential neighborhoods. An expanded Bed & Breakfast ordinance in
these neighborhoods could result in unintended collateraldamage and cause new
problems in stable residential neighborhoods.

ln the Cameron-McCauley neighborhood, residents feel that Bed & Breakfasts could
be an effective tool to encourage investment in historic properties and ensure
preservation of older buildings, provided that there is adequate enforcement and a
method of placing Bed & Breakfasts close enough to drive traffic to the downtown.

lf the Council elects to expand the Bed & Breakfast ordinance, we urge consideration
of an opt-in method whereby neighborhoods may elect to participate, showing



recognition of the character and challenges unique to each historic neighborhood and preventing inadvertent

collateraldamage in areas where Bed & Breakfasts are not desirable. PCH also encourages the Town to explore

options for this regulation to serve as a tool to encourage investment in endangered historic properties, ensuring
the ongoing protection of Chapel Hill's oldest and most significant neighborhoods.

Thank you for your careful consideration of this important issue.
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