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Introduction 
 

5 Old Rocky Ridge Road, known as the “McCall Property,” includes approximately one 

acre of land and the house built c.1939 by Adeline and Frederick McCall. This report has been 

prepared to assist with the sale of the property by owner Franklin Walker and to be used as a 

guide for potential buyers interested in renovating this historically significant property. 

Potential buyers are encouraged to contact Preservation Chapel Hill directly with questions 

about the information contained in this report and to receive preliminary decisions on their 

renovation plans. Prior to any construction or demolition activities, final designs must be 

submitted to Preservation Chapel Hill and written approval provided by the Board of 

Preservation Chapel Hill. 
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History of the Property 
 

Adeline Denham McCall came to Chapel Hill in 1918 when her uncle, Frederick Koch, 

took a faculty position at the University of North Carolina. After attending a number of pres-

tigious music schools in New York and Paris, McCall returned to Chapel Hill where she super-

vised music in the public schools for thirty years, taught music and music history at Duke Uni-

versity, and taught elementary/early education music at UNC. She helped found the North 

Carolina Symphony in the early 1930s, according to oral history, in her own living room. 

McCall was also a composer, and composed some of the music for Paul Green’s The Lost Col-

ony.  

 

Frederick McCall was a law professor at the University of North Carolina for over 

forty years. He focused on property and estate law and served on the North Carolina Gen-

eral Statutes Commission. Third-year students at the UNC Law School select a professor to 

receive the McCall Award for outstanding teaching each year. He was also musical, and played 

the timpani. 

 

The McCalls had no children, so Adeline McCall bequeathed her estate, including the 

property at 5 Old Rocky Ridge Road and the furnishings it contained, to the University of 

North Carolina School of Law, Preservation Chapel Hill, and Robert Koch. These beneficiaries 

held an auction of the furnishings, led by Preservation Chapel Hill, and then jointly sold the 

property to Thomas Krenitsky in 1990.  Over $335,000 was raised from the estate, and Pres-

ervation Chapel Hill used their portion to help establish an endowment to preserve endan-

gered properties.  

 

Daryl and Peter Walker purchased the property from Krenitsky and in 1991 placed it 

under the protection of a preservation easement (Orange County Deed Book 911, Page 492).  

The Walkers cosmetically updated the house, including removing wallpaper and repainting the 

exterior and interior spaces.  
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Preservation Easement 

Requirements 
 

  

Easement Requirements 
 

1. No alterations to the property may be undertaken without prior written approval of 

Preservation Chapel Hill. 

 

2.  The property owner, in perpetuity, must maintain, repair, and administer the property in 

accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic 

Properties so as to preserve the historical integrity of character-defining features, 

materials, appearance, workmanship, and environment. (See next section.) 

  

3.  No alteration or structural change to the exterior of the house may be made without 

written approval from Preservation Chapel Hill. This includes, but is not limited to, changes 

to cladding material or color, windows and doors materials or openings, the roof line or 

roofing materials, or other visible changes to the façade. Alterations to primary facades are 

discouraged. 

 

4. No addition or additional structure may be constructed on the property without the 

written approval of Preservation Chapel Hill. This includes, but is not limited to, additions 

of rooms onto the existing house, addition of detached structures, fences, decks, porches, 

or other hardscaping elements. 

 

5. No trees greater than eighteen inches in diameter at a point four feet above ground may 

be removed without written approval from Preservation Chapel Hill.  

 

6. The property may not be further subdivided. 

 

7. The property must remain a single-family home. 

 

8. The owner may not dump or store trash, including ashes, waste, unused vehicles, or other 

items considered to be trash, on the property. 
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9. In the event the property is sold, the preservation easement is carried with the deed in 

perpetuity and Preservation Chapel Hill maintains the right of first refusal. 

 

10. Preservation Chapel Hill maintains the right to inspect the property annually to update the 

organization’s records, inspect the condition of the property, and assess compliance with 

the preservation easement. Preservation Chapel Hill may also request special access at the 

convenience of the owner for researchers, scholars, or other groups to be given access to 

the property due to its historic and architectural significance. 

 

 

Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Properties 
 

1. Provide a compatible use for the use of property that will require minimal alteration of the 

building structure, site, and environment. Specifically, the McCall Property should remain a 

single family home. 

 

2. The character-defining features of the building, site, and environment should not be altered 

or destroyed, and historic materials should not be removed unless absolutely necessary. 

Specifically, cladding, roof materials, windows, doors, flooring, molding, porches, dormers, 

interior and exterior woodwork, and other architectural details, as well as trees, 

landscaping, and hardscaping elements, should not be altered or removed. The floor plan 

should not be altered, especially public spaces including living rooms, dining rooms, parlors, 

and hallways. Generally, updates to kitchens, bedrooms, and bathrooms are acceptable. 

 

3. The building, site, and environment should be recognized as products of their own time. 

Alterations that are intended to create and earlier appearance but have no historical basis 

or specific documentation should not be included. Specifically, recreating lost elements that 

physical or pictorial evidence does not exist for, or adding elements common to a style of 

architecture generally that there is no evidence were part of this particular building, are 

discouraged. 

 

4. Changes that have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the history and 

development of the building, site, or environment and may have significance in their own 

right. Specifically, the McCall Property includes two periods of significance, the original 

period under the McCall’s ownership and a second period under the Walker’s ownership. 

Both periods should be considered significant, and the architectural elements from both 

periods should be preserved. 
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5. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship that characterize the 

building, site, or environment should not be altered. See number 2 above. 

 

6. Deteriorated architectural features should be repaired rather than replaced whenever 

possible. If replacement is necessary, the replacement should match the original in material, 

color, texture, and all other visual qualities. Replacements must be based on physical or 

pictorial evidence. 

 

7. Surface cleaning of any historic materials must be undertaken by the gentlest means 

possible. Specifically, sandblasting, chemical treatments, and many other cleaning methods 

will damage historic materials and may not be used. 

 

8. Archaeological resources must be protected, including, but not limited to, cemeteries, 

former hardscaping, or foundations of lost buildings. Specifically, these elements may not be 

removed from the property. 

 

9. Contemporary design for alterations and additions must not destroy significant historical, 

architectural, or cultural material. These alterations must be compatible in size, scale, color, 

and material to the historic fabric of the building, and should be compatible but different 

from the original building.  

 

10. New additions or alterations must be reversible. 
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Alteration Request Process 
 

Preliminary Approval 
 

During the buying process, a potential new owner may seek advice from Preservation 

Chapel Hill on proposed alterations to the property. These inquiries must be made in writing 

directly to the Executive Director, and accompanied by as much detail as possible, including 

architectural sketches if possible. The Executive Director will provide a preliminary approval 

on work to be done, however, this approval is only preliminary. Prior to any alterations, final 

written approval is required. 

 

 

Final Approval 
 

 Step One:  To receive final approval to make alterations or additions to the property, 

the property owner must submit final architectural drawings and a written description of the 

work to be done to the Executive Director of Preservation Chapel Hill.  

 

 Step Two: The Executive Director will review the submitted application. If the 

application is complete and has no obvious violations of the preservation easement, the 

Preservation Committee will be called to review the application and make a recommendation 

to the Board. If the application is not complete or clearly violates the preservation easement, 

the request will be returned to the owner for revision. 

 

 Step Three: The Board of Preservation Chapel Hill will review the owner’s request and 

Preservation Committee’s recommendation and make a final determination. The owner will 

receive a decision in writing no later than thirty (30) days from receipt from a complete and 

appropriate request for alterations. The thirty days will not include time required by the 

owner to make revisions to an incomplete application or any request that clearly violates the 

preservation easement. 

 

 After final approval is given for alterations, the owner must follow the designs 

submitted exactly. Any changes to the plans submitted for approval must be resubmitted prior 

to the start or continuation of any alterations. 
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6.  East Façade  

Condition of Property 

1.  North Façade 2.  North Façade  

3.  West Façade 

5.  South Façade 

4.  West Façade 
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7.  Landscape: East Yard looking North 8.  Landscape: East Yard looking East 

9.  Dining Room 

11.  Kitchen 12.  Kitchen 

10.   Woodwork Detail 
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13.  Great Room 14.  Great Room 

15.  Foyer Stair 16.  First Floor Bathroom 
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17.  First Floor Bedroom 18.  First Floor Bedroom 

19.  Second Floor Bedroom 20.  Second Floor Bedroom 
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Condition of Property - 1991 
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